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PREFACE
Paul tells us in the book of Romans that we should not be conformed to this world but be transformed
by the renewing of our minds (Romans 12:2). As a College, it is our desire to develop leaders who will
not simply be a part of this world but will rise up to influence it in all areas of life, including business,
arts, politics, medicine, science. Our hope is that students will leave our College with more than just
knowledge or information – but with a sense of Kingdom-mindedness and the skills and abilities to
think critically, innovate and create.
The world that our students will lead, influence and be a part of, has not yet even been imagined. So,
we must endeavour to prepare our students not just with information, but with skills, ethics, and
morals. We aim to prepare them with a sense of service and a passion for life-long and life-wide
learning. We pray that they will learn for life and have a living, vibrant faith that is active in the world
in which they live.
While students may not yet know what path the future holds for them, we encourage them to take
every opportunity to give their best effort in all that they do. The purpose of this Curriculum Handbook
is to assist students and parents in gaining some background information to the options available in
subject selection.
“Imagination is more important than knowledge. For knowledge is limited to all we now know and
understand, while imagination embraces the entire world, and all there ever will be to know and
understand.” - Albert Einstein
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USING THIS BOOKLET
This booklet is designed to give students and their parents direction as they undergo the task of choosing
a learning pathway for Year 11 and 12. It is important to highlight that the subjects outlined in this booklet
are subject to change based the preferences of the cohort.
The choices to be made are complex and challenging; however, armed with up-to-date and relevant
information, an appropriate plan can be established. It is the heart ofthe College that every student is able
to navigate the Senior Phase of Learning in such a way as to maximise their opportunities to grow, develop
and prepare for the life that awaits them beyond Highlands ChristianCollege.
As with any major decision, knowledge is power. Whilst the information within these pages is a great place
to begin, be sure to explore other sources of information along the way. For subject specific information,
converse with teachers of those subjects; they will be more than happy to unpack the curriculum and
assessment requirements with you. The Careers & VET Coordinator can provide advice of a more
general nature and is happy to discuss the advantages of different academicprograms. Remember also,
to commit your decisions to the Lord in prayer. It is our sincere belief that Godhas a unique and special plan
for each of his people and the sooner we discover what that plan is and align our vision with His, the sooner
God-given potential is realised in the life of our students.
It may be the case that students are yet to discover what they believe they are to do in life and, let’s face
it, few of us as fifteen-year-olds had a clear picture of what we wanted to do in the future. It’ s important
to remember that the pathways to career goals are becoming more numerous and varied all the time. This
is not to say that making the right choice initially is not important, but there is the opportunity to change
and adapt along the way. Students without clearly defined career goals should choose subjects that they
are passionate about (or at least enjoy) or subjects with which they have experienced success previously.
It is also useful to choose a variety of subjects from different disciplines that enable students to keep their
options open.
Finally, we encourage students and parents to work together, along with the College, to develop a plan for
the exciting journey ahead.
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Students in Years 11 and 12 begin to study a more specialised course of subjects, with their choice of
subjects being based on their intended educational and/or career pursuits at a post-secondary level. The
College offers a range of subjects based on QCAA syllabuses. There are two categories of subjects
offered at Highlands. These are General and Applied subjects. General subjects are suited to students
who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling that lead primarily to tertiary studies
and to pathways for vocational education and training and work. Applied subjects are suited to students
who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling that lead to vocational
education and training or work.
All senior students at Highlands complete one period of Christian Studies and Study Techniques each week.
These are not QCCA subjects, but rather learning areas that align with the College values and contribute to
a holistic education. In addition, students need to choose six subjects to complete their timetable. It is
compulsory for students to study English or Essential English and at least one Mathematics subject. In
addition, most students will choose four elective subjects. This will satisfy the requirements for students to
achieve an ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank).
Some students may wish to complete alternate studies as part of their academic program. Examples of
such learning options are TAFE subjects and the University of Southern Queensland’s Head Start program.
Students may also wish to complete a school-based traineeship or apprenticeship. In such circumstances,
the College may allow a student to study only five timetabled subjects. The consequences of such
decisions will be discussed prior to approval.
In summary:

Students must study:
Christian Studies

Literature, English or
Essential English

Study Techniques

Mathematical Methods,
General Mathematics or
Essential Mathematics

AND
4 electives

OR
3 electives

plus an additional learning option
(TAFE/Head Start/Traineeship/Apprenticeship/etc.)

6

Highlands Christian College

GENERAL MATHEMATICS
General senior subject 1

General Mathematics’ major domains are Number and algebra, Measurement and geometry,
Statistics, and Networks and matrices, building on the content of the P–10 Australian Curriculum.
General Mathematics is designed for students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond
Year 10 but whose future studies or employment pathways do not require calculus.
Students build on and develop key mathematical ideas, including rates and percentages, concepts
from financial mathematics, linear and non-linear expressions, sequences, the use of matrices and
networks to model and solve authentic problems, the use of trigonometry to find solutions to
practical problems, and the exploration of real-world phenomena in statistics.
Students engage in a practical approach that equips learners for their needs as future citizens. They
learn to ask appropriate questions, map out pathways, reason about complex solutions, set up
models and communicate in different forms. They experience the relevance of mathematics to their
daily lives, communities, and cultural backgrounds. They develop the ability to understand, analyse
and take action regarding social issues in their world.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in General Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of business, commerce, education, finance, IT, social science, and the arts.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• select, recall, and use facts, rules, definitions, and procedures drawn from Number and algebra,
Measurement and geometry, Statistics, and Networks and matrices
• comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Number and algebra,
Measurement and geometry, Statistics, and Networks and matrices
• communicate using mathematical, statistical, and everyday language and conventions
• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions
• justify procedures and decisions by explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Number and
algebra, Measurement and geometry, Statistics, and Networks and matrices.

1

Offering subject to change
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Money,
measurement,
andrelations
• Consumer
arithmetic
• Shape and
measurement
• Linear equations
and their graphs

Applied
trigonometry,
algebra, matrices,
andunivariate data
• Applications of
trigonometry
• Algebra and
matrices
• Univariate data
analysis

Bivariate data,
sequences and
change, and Earth
geometry
• Bivariate data
analysis
• Time series
analysis
• Growth and
decay in
sequences
• Earth geometry
and time zones

Investing and
networking
• Loans,
investments,
andannuities
• Graphs and
networks
• Networks and
decision
mathematics

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1
(IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling
task

20%

Summative internal assessment 2
(IA2):
• Examination

15%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Examination

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination

8
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MATHEMATICAL METHODS
General senior subject 2

Mathematical Methods’ major domains are Algebra, Functions, relations and their graphs, Calculus
and Statistics.
Mathematical Methods enables students to see the connections between mathematics and other
areas of the curriculum and apply their mathematical skills to real-world problems, becoming critical
thinkers, innovators, and problem-solvers.
Students learn topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication,
complexity, and connection, and build on algebra, functions and their graphs, and probability from
the P–10 Australian Curriculum. Calculus is essential for developing an understanding of the physical
world. The domain Statistics is used to describe and analyse phenomena involving uncertainty and
variation. Both are the basis for developing effective models of the world and solving complex and
abstract mathematical problems.
Students develop the ability to translate written, numerical, algebraic, symbolic, and graphical
information from one representation to another. They make complex use of factual knowledge to
successfully formulate, represent, and solve mathematical problems.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Mathematical Methods can establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of natural and physical sciences (especially physics and chemistry),
mathematics and science education, medical and health sciences (including human biology,
biomedical science, nanoscience and forensics), engineering (including chemical, civil, electrical and
mechanical engineering, avionics, communications and mining), computer science (including
electronics and software design), psychology and business.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• select, recall, and use facts, rules, definitions, and procedures drawn from Algebra,
Functions,relations and their graphs, Calculus and Statistics
• comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Algebra, Functions, relations
and their graphs, Calculus and Statistics
• communicate using mathematical, statistical, and everyday language and conventions
• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions
• justify procedures and decisions by explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Algebra,
Functions, relations and their graphs, Calculus and Statistics.

2
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Algebra,
statistics,and
functions
• Arithmetic and
geometric
sequences and
series 1
• Functions and
graphs
• Counting and
probability
• Exponential
functions 1
• Arithmetic and
geometric
sequences

Further calculus
Calculus and further
functions
• The logarithmic
function 2
• Exponential
functions 2
• Further
differentiation
• The logarithmic
and applications
function 1
2
• Trigonometric
• Integrals
functions 1
• Introduction to
differential
calculus
• Further
differentiation
and applications
1
• Discrete random
variables 1

Unit 4
Further functions and
statistics
• Further
differentiation
and applications
3
• Trigonometric
functions 2
• Discrete random
variables 2
• Continuous
random
variables and
the normal
distribution
• Interval
estimates for
proportions

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1
(IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling
task

20%

Summative internal assessment 2
(IA2):
• Examination

15%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Examination

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination
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SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS
General senior subject 3

Specialist Mathematics’ major domains are Vectors and matrices, Real and complex numbers,
Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus.
Specialist Mathematics is designed for students who develop confidence in their mathematical
knowledge and ability and gain a positive view of themselves as mathematics learners. They will gain
an appreciation of the true nature of mathematics, its beauty, and its power.
Students learn topics that are developed systematically, with increasing levels of sophistication,
complexity, and connection, building on functions, calculus, statistics from Mathematical Methods,
while vectors, complex numbers and matrices are introduced. Functions and calculus are essential
for creating models of the physical world. Statistics are used to describe and analyse phenomena
involving probability, uncertainty, and variation. Matrices, complex numbers, and vectors are
essentialtools for explaining abstract or complex relationships that occur in scientific and
technological endeavours.
Student learning experiences range from practising essential mathematical routines to developing
procedural fluency, through to investigating scenarios, modelling the real world, solving problems,
and explaining reasoning.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Specialist Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of science, all branches of mathematics and statistics, computer science,
medicine, engineering, finance, and economics.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• select, recall, and use facts, rules, definitions, and procedures drawn from Vectors and
matrices,Real and complex numbers, Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus
• comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Vectors and matrices, Real and
complex numbers, Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus
• communicate using mathematical, statistical, and everyday language and conventions
• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions
• justify procedures and decisions, and prove propositions by explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Vectors and
matrices, Real and complex numbers, Trigonometry, Statistics and Calculus.

3
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STRUCTURE
Specialist Mathematics is to be undertaken in conjunction with, or on completion of, Mathematical
Methods.
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Combinatorics,
vectors, and
mathematical
induction
• Combinatorics
• Vectors in the
plane
• Proof by
mathematical
induction
• Vector
applications in
geometry

Further vectors,
trigonometry,
functions, and
calculus
• Geometric
proofs using
vectors
• Trigonometry
and functions
• Integration and
applications of
integration
• Vector
calculus

Matrices, complex
numbers,
and
proof
• Matrices and
application of
matrices
• Complex
numbers 1
• Nature of proof
and application
of proof

Further complex
numbers, statistical
inference, and
calculus
• Complex
numbers 2
• Rates of
change and
differential
equations
• Statistical
inference

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive anoverall subject result
(A–E).

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling
task

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Examination

15%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Examination
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ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS
Applied senior subject 4

Essential Mathematics’ major domains are Number, Data, Location and time, Measurement and
Finance.
Essential Mathematics benefits students because they develop skills that go beyond the traditional
ideas of numeracy.
Students develop their conceptual understanding when they undertake tasks that require them to
connect mathematical concepts, operations, and relations. They learn to recognise definitions,
rulesand facts from everyday mathematics and data, and to calculate using appropriate
mathematical processes.
Students interpret and use mathematics to make informed predictions and decisions about personal
and financial priorities. This is achieved through an emphasis on estimation, problem-solving and
reasoning, which develops students into thinking citizens.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Essential Mathematics can establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of trade, industry, business, and community services. Students learn within
a practical context related to general employment and successful participation in society, drawing on
the mathematics used by various professional and industry groups.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• select, recall, and use facts, rules, definitions, and procedures drawn from Number, Data,
Locationand time, Measurement and Finance
• comprehend mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Number, Data, Location and
time, Measurement and Finance
• communicate using mathematical, statistical, and everyday language and conventions
• evaluate the reasonableness of solutions
• justify procedures and decisions by explaining mathematical reasoning
• solve problems by applying mathematical concepts and techniques drawn from Number, Data,
Location and time, Measurement and Finance.
STRUCTURE

4

Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Number, data,
andgraphs
• Fundamental
topic:
Calculations
• Number
• Representing
data
• Graphs

Money, travel,
anddata
• Fundamental
topic:
Calculations
• Managing
money
• Time and
motion
• Data collection

Measurement,
scales,and data
• Fundamental
topic:
Calculations
• Measurement
• Scales, plans
and models
• Summarising
and comparing
data

Graphs, chance,
andloans
• Fundamental
topic:
Calculations
• Bivariate graphs
• Probability and
relative
frequencies
• Loans and
compound
interest

Offering subject to change
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ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. Schools develop three summative
internal assessments and the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the QCAA.
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Problem-solving and modelling task

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Problem-solving and modelling task

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Common internal assessment (CIA)

Summative internal assessment (IA4):
• Examination
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ENGLISH

General senior subject 5
English focuses on the study of both literary texts and non-literary texts, developing students as
independent, innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of
language, analyse perspectives and evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations through the
analysis and creation of varied texts.
Students are offered opportunities to interpret and create texts for personal, cultural, social, and
aesthetic purposes. They learn how language varies according to context, purpose and audience,
content, modes, and mediums, and how to use it appropriately and effectively for a variety of
purposes. Students have opportunities to engage with diverse texts to help them develop a sense of
themselves, their world, and their place in it.
Students communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of responding to
and creating texts. They make choices about generic structures, language, textual features, and
technologies for participating actively in literary analysis and the creation of texts in a range of
modes, mediums, and forms, for a variety of purposes and audiences. They explore how literary
andnon-literary texts shape perceptions of the world and consider ways in which texts may reflect
or challenge social and cultural ways of thinking and influence audiences.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness, and
intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for lifelong
learning across a wide range of contexts.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• use patterns and conventions of genres to achieve purposes in cultural contexts andsocial
situations
• establish and maintain roles of the writer/speaker/signer/designer and relationships with
audiences
• create and analyse perspectives and representations of concepts, identities, times, and places
• make use of and analyse the ways cultural assumptions, attitudes, values, and beliefs
underpins texts and invite audiences to take up positions
• use aesthetic features and stylistic devices to achieve purposes and analyse their effects in texts
• select and synthesise subject matter to support perspectives
• organise and sequence subject matter to achieve purposes
• use cohesive devices to emphasise ideas and connect parts of texts
• make language choices for particular purposes and contexts
• use grammar and language structures for particular purposes
• use mode-appropriate features to achieve particular purposes.

5
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Perspectives and texts
• Examining and
creating
perspectives in
texts
• Responding to a
variety of nonliterary and
literary texts
• Creating
responses for
public audiences
and persuasive
texts

Texts and culture
• Examining and
shaping
representations
of culture in
texts
• Responding to
literary and
non-literary
texts, including
a focus on
Australian texts
• Creating
imaginative and
analytical texts

Textual connections
• Exploring
connections
between texts
• Examining
different
perspectives of
the same issue
in texts and
shaping own
perspectives
• Creating
responses for
public
audiences and
persuasive texts

Close study of
literary texts
• Engaging with
literary texts
from diverse
times and
places
• Responding to
literary texts
creatively and
critically
• Creating
imaginative and
analytical texts

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1
(IA1):
• Extended response — written
response for a public audience

25%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Extended response —
imaginative written response

25%

Summative internal assessment 2
(IA2):
• Extended response — persuasive
spoken response

25%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination — analytical written
response

25%
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LITERATURE
General senior subject 6

The subject Literature focuses on the study of literary texts, developing students as
independent, innovative and creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the aesthetic use of language,
analyse perspectives and evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations through the analysis and
creation of varied literary texts.
Students have opportunities to engage with language and texts through a range of teaching and learning
experiences to foster:
•
the skills to communicate effectively in Standard Australian English for the purposes of responding to
and creating literary texts
•
the skills to make choices about generic structures, language, textual features, and technologies to
participate actively in the dialogue and detail of literary analysis and the creation of imaginative and
analytical texts in a range of modes, mediums, and forms
•
enjoyment and appreciation of literary texts and the aesthetic use of language
•
creative thinking and imagination by exploring how literary texts shape perceptions of the world and
enable us to enter the worlds of others
•
critical exploration of ways in which literary texts may reflect or challenge social and cultural ways of
thinking and influence audiences
•
empathy for others and appreciation of different perspectives through studying a range of literary
texts from diverse cultures and periods, including Australian texts by Aboriginal writers and/or Torres
Strait Islander writers.
PATHWAYS
Literature is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to
tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Literature promotes open-mindedness,
imagination, critical awareness and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for local and global
citizenship, and for lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
•
use patterns and conventions of genres to achieve particular purposes in cultural contexts and social
situations
•
establish and maintain roles of writer/speaker/signer/designer and relationships with audiences
•
create and analyse perspectives and representations of concepts, identities, times and places
•
make use of and analyse the ways cultural assumptions, attitudes, values and beliefs underpin texts
and invite audiences to take up positions
•
use aesthetic features and stylistic devices to achieve purposes and analyse their effects in texts
•
select and synthesise subject matter to support perspectives
•
organise and sequence subject matter to achieve particular purposes
•
use cohesive devices to emphasise ideas and connect parts of texts
•
make language choices for particular purposes and contexts
•
use grammar and language structures for particular purposes
•
use mode-appropriate features to achieve particular purposes

6
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Introduction to
literary studies
• Ways
literary
texts are
received
and
responded
to
• How textual
choices affect
readers
• Creating
analytical and
imaginative
texts

Intertextuali
ty
• Ways
literary
texts
connect
with each
other –
genre,
concepts
and
contexts
• Ways
literary
texts
connect
with each
other –
style and
structure
• Creating
analytical and
imaginative
texts

Literature and
identity
• Relationship
between
language,
culture and
identity in
literary texts
• Power of
language to
represent
events, ideas
and people
• Creating
analytical and
imaginative
texts

Independent
explorations
• Dynamic nature
of literary
interpretations
• Close
examination of
style, structure
and subject
matter
• Creating
analytical and
imaginative texts

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Examination — analytical
written response

25%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Extended written
response —
imaginative written
response

25%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Extended response — imaginative
spoken/multimodal response

25%

Summative external assessment
(EA):
• Examination — analytical
written response

25%
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ESSENTIAL ENGLISH
Applied senior subject 7

Essential English develops and refines students’ understanding of language, literature and literacy to
enable them to interact confidently and effectively with others in everyday, community and social
contexts. Students recognise language and texts as relevant in their lives now and in the future and
learn to understand, accept or challenge the values and attitudes in these texts.
Students engage with language and texts to foster skills to communicate confidently and effectively
in Standard Australian English in a variety of contemporary contexts and social situations, including
everyday social, community, further education and work-related contexts. They choose generic
structures, language, language features and technologies to best convey meaning. They develop skills
to read for meaning and purpose, and to use, critique and appreciate a range of contemporary
literary and non-literary texts.
Students use language effectively to produce texts for a variety of purposes and audiences and
engage creative and imaginative thinking to explore their own world and the worlds of others. They
actively and critically interact with a range of texts, developing an awareness of how the language
they engage with positions them and others.

PATHWAYS
A course of study in Essential English promotes open-mindedness, imagination, critical awareness
and intellectual flexibility — skills that prepare students for local and global citizenship, and for
lifelong learning across a wide range of contexts.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• use patterns and conventions of genres to achieve particular purposes in cultural contexts and
social situations
• use appropriate roles and relationships with audiences
• construct and explain representations of identities, places, events and concepts
• make use of and explain the ways cultural assumptions, attitudes, values and beliefs underpin
texts and influence meaning
• explain how language features and text structures shape meaning and invite particular responses
• select and use subject matter to support perspectives
• sequence subject matter and use mode-appropriate cohesive devices to construct coherent texts
• make mode-appropriate language choices according to register informed by purpose, audience
and context
• use language features to achieve particular purposes across modes.

7
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Language that works
• Responding to a
variety of texts
used in and
developed for a
work context
• Creating
multimodal and
written texts

Texts and human
experiences
• Responding to
reflective and
nonfiction texts
that explore
human
experiences
• Creating spoken
and written
texts

Language that
influences
• Creating and
shaping
perspectives on
community,
local and global
issues in texts
• Responding to
texts that seek
to influence
audiences

Representations and
popular culture texts
• Responding to
popular culture
texts
• Creating
representations
of Australian
identifies,
places, events
and concepts

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. Schools develop three summative
internal assessments and the common internal assessment (CIA) is developed by the QCAA.
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Extended response — spoken/signed
response

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Extended response — Multimodal
response

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Common internal assessment (CIA)

Summative internal assessment (IA4):
• Extended response — Written response
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LEGAL STUDIES
General senior subject 8

Legal Studies focuses on the interaction between society and the discipline of law and explores the
role and development of law in response to current issues. Students study the legal system and how
it regulates activities and aims to protect the rights of individuals, while balancing these with
obligations and responsibilities.
Students study the foundations of law, the criminal justice process and the civil justice system. They
critically examine issues of governance, explore contemporary issues of law reform and change, and
consider Australian and international human rights issues.
Students develop skills of inquiry, critical thinking, problem-solving and reasoning to make informed
and ethical decisions and recommendations. They identify and describe legal issues, explore
information and data, analyse, evaluate to make decisions or propose recommendations, and create
responses that convey legal meaning. They question, explore and discuss tensions between changing
social values, justice and equitable outcomes.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Legal Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment in the
fields of law, law enforcement, criminology, justice studies and politics. The knowledge, skills and
attitudes students gain are transferable to all discipline areas and post-schooling tertiary pathways.
The research and analytical skills this course develops are universally valued in business, health,
science and engineering industries.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• comprehend legal concepts, principles and processes
• select legal information from sources
• analyse legal issues
• evaluate legal situations
• create responses that communicate meaning.

8
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Beyond reasonable
doubt
• Legal
foundations
• Criminal
investigation
process
• Criminal trial
process
• Punishment and
sentencing

Balance of
probabilities
• Civil law
foundations
• Contractual
obligations
• Negligence and
the duty of care

Law, governance and
change
• Governance in
Australia
• Law reform
within a
dynamic society

Human rights in legal
contexts
• Human rights
• The
effectiveness of
international
law
• Human rights in
Australian
contexts

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Examination — combination
response

25%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Investigation —
argumentative essay

25%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Investigation — inquiry report

25%

Summative external assessment
(EA):
• Examination — combination
response

25%
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MODERN HISTORY
General senior subject 9

Modern History provides opportunities for students to gain historical knowledge and understanding
about some of the main forces that have contributed to the development of the Modern World and
to think historically and form a historical consciousness in relation to these same forces.
Modern History enables students to empathise with others and make meaningful connections
between the past, present and possible futures.
Students learn that the past is contestable and tentative. Through inquiry into ideas, movements,
national experiences and international experiences they discover how the past consists of various
perspectives and interpretations.
Students gain a range of transferable skills that will help them become empathetic and criticallyliterate citizens who are equipped to embrace a multicultural, pluralistic, inclusive, democratic,
compassionate and sustainable future.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Modern History can establish a basis for further education and employment in
the fields of history, education, psychology, sociology, law, business, economics, politics, journalism,
the media, writing, academia and strategic analysis.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• comprehend terms, issues and concepts
• devise historical questions and conduct research
• analyse historical sources and evidence
• synthesise information from historical sources and evidence
• evaluate historical interpretations
• create responses that communicate meaning.

9
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Ideas in the modern
world
• Australian
Frontier Wars,
1788–1930s
• Age of
Enlightenment,
1750s–1789
• Industrial
Revolution,
1760s–1890s
• American
Revolution,
1763–1783
• French
Revolution,
1789–1799
• Age of
Imperialism,
1848–1914
• Meiji
Restoration,
1868–1912

Movements in the
modern world
• Australian
Indigenous rights
movement since
1967
• Independence
movement in
India, 1857–1947
• Workers’
movement since
the 1860s
• Women’s
movement since
1893
• May Fourth
Movement in
China, 1919
• Independence
movement in
Algeria, 1945–
1962

National experiences
in the modern world
• Australia,
1914–1949
• England, 1707–
1837
• France, 1799–
1815
• New Zealand,
1841–1934
• Germany,1914–
1945
• United States
of America,
1917–1945
• Soviet Union,
1920s–1945
• Japan, 1931–
1967
• China, 1931–
1976
• Indonesia,
1942–1975
• India, 1947–
1974
• Israel, 1948–
1993

International
experiences in the
modern world
• Australian
engagement
with Asia since
1945
• Search
for collective
peace and
security since
1815
• Trade and
commerce
between nations
since 1833
• Mass
migrations since
1848
• Information
Age since 1936
• Genocides
and ethnic
cleansings since
1941
• Nuclear Age since
1945
• Cold War, 1945–
1991

• Boxer
Rebellion,
1900–1901
• Russian
Revolution,
1905–1920s
• Xinhai
Revolution,
1911–1912
• Iranian
Revolution,
1977–1979

• Independence
movement in
Vietnam, 1945–
1975
• Anti-apartheid
movement in
South Africa,
1948–1991
• AfricanAmerican civil
rights movement,
1954–1968
• Environmental
movement since
the 1960s

• South Korea,
1948–1972
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• Struggle for peace
in the Middle
East since 1948
• Cultural
globalisation since
1956
• Space
exploration since
1957
• Rights and
recognition
of First
Peoples since
1982
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Unit 1

Unit 2

• Arab
Spring since
2010
• Alternative
topic for Unit 1

Unit 3

• LGBTIQ civil
rights movement
since 1969
• Pro-democracy
movement in
Myanmar
(Burma) since
1988
• Alternative topic
for Unit 2

Unit 4
• Terrorism, antiterrorism and
counter-terrorism
since 1984

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1
(IA1):
• Examination — essay in
response to historical sources

25%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Investigation — historical essay
based on research

25%

Summative internal assessment 2
(IA2):
• Independent source
investigation

25%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination — short responses to
historical sources

25%
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BUSINESS STUDIES
Applied senior subject 10

Business Studies provides opportunities for students to develop practical business knowledge,
understanding and skills for use, participation and work in a range of business contexts.
Students develop their business knowledge and understanding through applying business practices
and business functions in business contexts, analysing business information and proposing and
implementing outcomes and solutions in business contexts.
Students develop effective decision-making skills and learn how to plan, implement and evaluate
business outcomes and solutions, resulting in improved economic, consumer and financial literacy.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Business Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment inoffice
administration, data entry, retail, sales, reception, small business, finance administration, public relations,
property management, events administration and marketing.
OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course of study, students should:
• describe concepts and ideas related to business functions
• explain concepts and ideas related to business functions
• demonstrate processes, procedures and skills related to business functions to complete tasks
• analyse business information related to business functions and contexts
• apply knowledge, understanding and skills related to business functions and contexts
• use language conventions and features to communicate ideas and information
• make and justify decisions for business solutions and outcomes
• plan and organise business solutions and outcomes
• evaluate business decisions, solutions and outcomes

10
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STRUCTURE
The Business Studies course is designed around core and elective topics. The elective learning occurs
through business contexts.
Core topics

Elective topics

Business practices, consisting of
Business fundamentals,
Financial literacy, Business
communication and Business
technology

Entertainment

Not-for-profit

Events management

Real estate

Financial services

Retail

Health and well-being

Rural

Insurance

Sports management

Legal

Technical, e.g. manufacturing,

Media

construction, engineering

Mining

Tourism
Travel

Business functions, consisting of
Working in administration,
Working in finance, Working
with customers and Working
in marketing

ASSESSMENT
For Business Studies, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the student’s exit result,
and consists of four instruments from at least three different assessment techniques, including:
•
•

at least one project
no more than two assessment instruments from any one technique.

Project

Extended response

Examination

A response to a single task,
situation and/or scenario.

A technique that assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examination and/or
evaluation of ideas and
information in provided
stimulus materials.

A response that answers a
number of provided
questions, scenarios and/or
problems.

At least two different
components from the
following:
written: 500–900 words
spoken: 2½–3½ minutes
multimodal: 3–6 minutes
performance: continuous class
time
product: continuous class
time.

Presented in one of the
following modes:
written: 600–1000 words
spoken: 3–4 minutes
multimodal: 4–7 minutes.

60–90 minutes
50–250 words per item on the
test
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DESIGN

General senior subject 11
Design focuses on the application of design thinking to envisage creative products, services and
environments in response to human needs, wants and opportunities. Designing is a complex and
sophisticated form of problem-solving that uses divergent and convergent thinking strategies that
can be practised and improved. Designers are separated from the constraints of production
processes to allow them to appreciate and exploit new innovative ideas.
Students learn how design has influenced the economic, social and cultural environment in which
they live. They understand the agency of humans in conceiving and imagining possible futures
through design. Collaboration, teamwork and communication are crucial skills needed to work in
design teams and liaise with stakeholders. They learn the value of creativity and build resilience as
they experience iterative design processes, where the best ideas may be the result of trial and error
and a willingness to take risks and experiment with alternatives.
Students learn about and experience design through exploring needs, wants and opportunities;
developing ideas and design concepts; using drawing and low-fidelity prototyping skills; and
evaluating ideas and design concepts. They communicate design proposals to suit different
audiences.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Design can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of
architecture, digital media design, fashion design, graphic design, industrial design, interior designand
landscape architecture.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• describe design problems and design criteria
• represent ideas, design concepts and design information using drawing and low-fidelity
prototyping
• analyse needs, wants and opportunities using data
• devise ideas in response to design problems
• synthesise ideas and design information to propose design concepts
• evaluate ideas and design concepts to make refinements
• make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions for
particular purposes and contexts.

11
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Design in practice
• Experiencing
design
• Design process
• Design styles

Commercial design
• Explore — client
needs and wants
• Develop —
collaborative
design

Human-centred
design
• Designing
with
empathy

Sustainable design
• Explore —
sustainable
design
opportunities
• Develop —
redesign

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Examination — design challenge

15%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Project

25%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Project

35%

Summative external assessment
(EA):
• Examination — design
challenge

25%
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY SKILLS
Applied senior subject 12

Industrial Technology Skills focuses on the practices and processes required to manufacture products
in a variety of industries.
Students understand industry practices; interpret specifications, including technical information and
drawings; demonstrate and apply safe, practical production processes with hand/power tools and
machinery; communicate using oral, written and graphical modes; organise, calculate and plan
production processes; and evaluate the products they create using predefined specifications.
Students develop transferable skills by engaging in manufacturing tasks that relate to business and
industry, and that promote adaptable, competent, self-motivated and safe individuals who can work
with colleagues to solve problems and complete practical work.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Industrial Technology Skills can establish a basis for further education and
employment in manufacturing industries. Employment opportunities may be found in the industry
areas of aeroskills, automotive, building and construction, engineering, furnishing, industrial graphics
and plastics.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students should:
• describe industry practices in manufacturing tasks
• demonstrate fundamental production skills
• interpret drawings and technical information
• analyse manufacturing tasks to organise materials and resources
• select and apply production skills and procedures in manufacturing tasks
• use visual representations and language conventions and features to communicate for particular
purposes
• plan and adapt production processes
• create products from specifications
• evaluate industry practices, production processes and products, and make recommendations.
STRUCTURE
The Industrial Technology Skills course is designed around:
• Four modules – one per semester
Module 1
The manufacturing
industry - Safety,
drawing interpretation
and quality products

12
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Module 2
Manufacturing
products with
composite materials.

Module 3
The manufacturing
industry - Safety,
drawing
interpretation and
quality products

30

Module 4
Manufacturing
enterprises –
Manufacturing
products with
composite materials
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ASSESSMENT
For Industrial Technology Skills, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the student’s
exit result, and this consists of four instruments, including:
• at least two projects
• at least one practical demonstration (separate to the assessable component of a project).
PROJECT
A response to a single task, situation and/or
scenario.

PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION
A task that assesses the practical application of
a specific set of teacher-identified production
skills and procedures.
Students demonstrate production skills and
procedures in class under teacher supervision.

A project consists of a product component and
at least one of the following components:
• written: 500–900 words
• spoken: 2½–3½ minutes
• multimodal
non-presentation: 8 A4 pages max (or
equivalent)
presentation: 3–6 minutes
• product: continuous class time
UNIT
1

2

3

4

MODULE OF WORK
Module One
The manufacturing industry Safety, drawing interpretation
and quality products.

ASS NO.
1

ASSESSMENT INSTUMENT
Project

2

Practical demonstration

Module Two
Manufacturing products with
composite materials.

3

Practical demonstration

4

Project

Module Three
The manufacturing industry Safety, drawing interpretation
and quality products

5

Practical demonstration

6

Project

Module four
Manufacturing enterprises –
Manufacturing products with
composite materials

7

Project

8

Practical demonstration
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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
Applied senior subject 13

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) focuses on the knowledge, understanding and
skills related to engagement with information and communication technology through a variety of
contexts derived from work, study and leisure environments of today.
These environments continue to be transformed by the increasing evolution and impact of ICT. This
is a highly dynamic field, subject to unpredictable transformations by emerging technology and
requiring constant adaptation by those who engage with it directly, or by those whose lives and
communities are affected by its innovations.
Across business, industry, government, education and leisure sectors, rapidly changing ICT practices
and protocols create corresponding vocational opportunities. To enable students to take advantage
of these opportunities, this subject area will equip them with knowledge of current and emerging
hardware and software combinations, an understanding of how to apply them in real-world contexts
and the skills to use them to solve technical and/or creative problems. Students will develop
knowledge, understanding and skills across multiple platforms and operating systems, and will be
ethical and responsible users and advocates of ICT, aware of the social, environmental and legal
impacts of their actions.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Information and Communication Technology can establish a basis for further
education and employment in many fields especially the fields of ICT operations, help desk, sales
support, digital media support, office administration, records and data management, and call
centres.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students should:
• identify and explain hardware and software requirements related to ICT problems
• identify and explain the use of ICT in society.
• analyse ICT problems to identify solutions
• communicate ICT information to audiences using visual representations and language
conventions and features
• apply software and hardware concepts, ideas and skills to complete tasks in ICT contexts.
• synthesise ICT concepts and ideas to plan solutions to given ICT problems
• produce solutions that address ICT problems

13 Offering subject to change
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STRUCTURE
The Information Communication Technology Course is designed around:
• core topics, which are integrated throughout the course
• elective topics, or contexts, which are current work, study and leisure environments in which ICT
are used.
Core topics

Elective topics

The core topics are explored through a
problem-solving process. This is
underpinned by 3 phases: problem
identification, planning and applying,
producing and evaluating.

Animation

Topic 1: Hardware
Topic 2: Software

Application
development

Digital imaging and
modeling
Document production

Audio and video
production

Network
fundamentals

Data management

Online communication
Website production

Topic 3: ICT in Society

ASSESSMENT
For Information Communication Technology, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the
student’s exit result, and this consists of four instruments, including:
• at least two projects
• at least one extended response (separate to the assessable component of a project).
Project

Extended Response

A response to a single task, situation and/or
scenario.

A task that assesses the interpretation,
analysis/examination and/or evaluation of ideas
and information in provided stimulus materials.

A project consists of a product component and
at least one of the following components:
• written: 500–900 words
• spoken: 2½–3½ minutes
• multimodal
- presentation: 3–6 minutes
• product: continuous class time.

An extended response occurs over a set period
of time. Students respond to a question or
statement about the provided stimulus
materials:
• written: 600–1000 words
• spoken: 3-4 minutes
• multimodal
• presentation: 4-7 minutes
• product: continuous class time.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
General senior subject 14

Physical Education provides students with knowledge, understanding and skills to explore and
enhance their own and others’ health and physical activity in diverse and changing contexts.
Physical Education provides a philosophical and educative framework to promote deep learning in
three dimensions: about, through and in physical activity contexts. Students optimise their
engagement and performance in physical activity as they develop an understanding and appreciation
of the interconnectedness of these dimensions.
Students learn how body and movement concepts and the scientific bases of biophysical,
sociocultural and psychological concepts and principles are relevant to their engagement and
performance in physical activity. They engage in a range of activities to develop movement
sequences and movement strategies.
Students learn experientially through three stages of an inquiry approach to make connections
between the scientific bases and the physical activity contexts. They recognise and explain concepts
and principles about and through movement, and demonstrate and apply body and movement
concepts to movement sequences and movement strategies.
Through their purposeful engagement in physical activities, students gather data to analyse,
synthesise and devise strategies to optimise engagement and performance. They engage in reflective
decision-making as they evaluate and justify strategies to achieve a particular outcome.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Physical Education can establish a basis for further education and employment in
the fields of exercise science, biomechanics, the allied health professions, psychology, teaching, sport
journalism, sport marketing and management, sport promotion, sport development and coaching.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• recognise and explain concepts and principles about movement
• demonstrate specialised movement sequences and movement strategies
• apply concepts to specialised movement sequences and movement strategies
• analyse and synthesise data to devise strategies about movement
• evaluate strategies about and in movement
• justify strategies about and in movement
• make decisions about and use language, conventions and mode-appropriate features for
particular purposes and contexts.

14
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Motor learning,
functional anatomy,
biomechanics and
physical activity
• Motor learning
integrated with
a selected
physical activity
• Functional
anatomy and
biomechanics
integrated with
a selected
physical activity

Sport psychology,
equity and physical
activity
• Sport
psychology
integrated with
a selected
physical activity
• Equity —
barriers and
enablers

Tactical awareness,
ethics and integrity
and physical activity
• Tactical
awareness
integrated with
one selected
‘Invasion’ or
‘Net and court’
physical activity
• Ethics and
integrity

Energy, fitness and
training and physical
activity
• Energy, fitness
and training
integrated with
one selected
‘Invasion’, ‘Net
and court’ or
‘Performance’
physical activity

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1
(IA1):
• Project — folio

25%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Project — folio

30%

Summative internal assessment 2
(IA2):
• Investigation — report

20%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination — combination
response

25%
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BIOLOGY

General senior subject 15
Biology provides opportunities for students to engage with living systems.
Students develop their understanding of cells and multicellular organisms. They engage with the
concept of maintaining the internal environment. They study biodiversity and the
interconnectedness of life. This knowledge is linked with the concepts of heredity and the continuity
of life.
Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking,
experimentation, problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and how it may
impact society. They develop their sense of wonder and curiosity about life; respect for all living
things and the environment; understanding of biological systems, concepts, theories and models;
appreciation of how biological knowledge has developed over time and continues to develop; a
sense of how biological knowledge influences society.
Students plan and carry out fieldwork, laboratory and other research investigations; interpret
evidence; use sound, evidence-based arguments creatively and analytically when evaluating claims
and applying biological knowledge; and communicate biological understanding, findings, arguments
and conclusions using appropriate representations, modes and genres.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Biology can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fieldsof
medicine, forensics, veterinary, food and marine sciences, agriculture, biotechnology, environmental
rehabilitation, biosecurity, quarantine, conservation and sustainability.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations
• apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models and systems within their limitations
• analyse evidence
• interpret evidence
• investigate phenomena
• evaluate processes, claims and conclusions
• communicate understandings, findings, arguments and conclusions.

15
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Cells and
multicellular
organisms
• Cells as the
basis of life
• Multicellular
organisms

Maintaining the
internal environment
• Homeostasis
• Infectious
diseases

Biodiversity and the
interconnectedness
of life
• Describing
biodiversity
• Ecosystem
dynamics

Heredity and
continuity of life
• DNA, genes and
the continuity
of life
• Continuity of
life on Earth

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Data test

10%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Student experiment

20%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Research investigation

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination
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CHEMISTRY
General senior subject 16

Chemistry is the study of materials and their properties and structure.
Students study atomic theory, chemical bonding, and the structure and properties of elements and
compounds. They explore intermolecular forces, gases, aqueous solutions, acidity and rates of
reaction. They study equilibrium processes and redox reactions. They explore organic chemistry,
synthesis and design to examine the characteristic chemical properties and chemical reactions
displayed by different classes of organic compounds.
Students develop their appreciation of chemistry and its usefulness; understanding of chemical
theories, models and chemical systems; expertise in conducting scientific investigations. They
critically evaluate and debate scientific arguments and claims in order to solve problems and
generate informed, responsible and ethical conclusions, and communicate chemical understanding
and findings through the use of appropriate representations, language and nomenclature.
Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking,
experimentation, problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and how it may
impact society.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Chemistry can establish a basis for further education and employment in thefields of
forensic science, environmental science, engineering, medicine, pharmacy and sports science.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations
• apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models and systems within their limitations
• analyse evidence
• interpret evidence
• investigate phenomena
• evaluate processes, claims and conclusions
• communicate understandings, findings, arguments and conclusions.
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Chemical
fundamentals —
structure, properties
and reactions
• Properties and
structure of
atoms
• Properties and
structure of
materials
• Chemical
reactions —
reactants,
products and
energy change

Molecular
interactions and
reactions
• Intermolecular
forces and gases
• Aqueous
solutions and
acidity
• Rates of
chemical
reactions

Equilibrium, acids
and redox reactions
• Chemical
equilibrium
systems
• Oxidation and
reduction

Structure, synthesis
and design
• Properties and
structure of
organic
materials
• Chemical
synthesis and
design

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Data test

10%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Student experiment

20%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Research investigation

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination
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PHYSICS

General senior subject 17
Physics provides opportunities for students to engage with classical and modern understandings of
the universe.
Students learn about the fundamental concepts of thermodynamics, electricity and nuclear
processes; and about the concepts and theories that predict and describe the linear motion of
objects. Further, they explore how scientists explain some phenomena using an understanding of
waves. They engage with the concept of gravitational and electromagnetic fields, and the relevant
forces associated with them. They study modern physics theories and models that, despite being
counterintuitive, are fundamental to our understanding of many common observable phenomena.
Students develop appreciation of the contribution physics makes to society: understanding that
diverse natural phenomena may be explained, analysed and predicted using concepts, models and
theories that provide a reliable basis for action; and that natter and energy interact in physical
systems across a range of scales. They understand how models and theories are refined, and new
ones developed in physics; investigate phenomena and solve problems; collect and analyse data; and
interpret evidence. Students use accurate and precise measurement, valid and reliable evidence, and
scepticism and intellectual rigour to evaluate claims; and communicate physics understanding,
findings, arguments and conclusions using appropriate representations, modes and genres.
Students learn and apply aspects of the knowledge and skills of the discipline (thinking,
experimentation, problem-solving and research skills), understand how it works and how it may
impact society.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Physics can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields
of science, engineering, medicine and technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations
• apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models and systems within their limitations
• analyse evidence
• interpret evidence
• investigate phenomena
• evaluate processes, claims and conclusions
• communicate understandings, findings, arguments and conclusions.
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Thermal, nuclear and
electrical physics
• Heating
processes
• Ionising
radiation and
nuclear
reactions
• Electrical
circuits

Linear motion and
waves
• Linear motion
and force
• Waves

Gravity and
Revolutions in
electromagnetism
modern physics
• Gravity and
• Special
motion
relativity
• Electromagnetism
• Quantum
theory
• The Standard
Model

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Data test

10%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Student experiment

20%

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Research investigation

Summative external assessment (EA): 50%
• Examination
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DRAMA

General senior subject 18
Drama fosters creative and expressive communication. It interrogates the human experience by
investigating, communicating and embodying stories, experiences, emotions and ideas that reflect the
human experience. It engages students in imaginative meaning-making processes and involves them
usinga range of artistic skills as they make and respond to dramatic works.
Students experience, reflect on, understand, communicate, collaborate and appreciate different
perspectives of themselves, others and the world in which they live. They learn about the dramatic
languages and how these contribute to the creation, interpretation and critique of dramatic action and
meaning for a range of purposes. They study a range of forms, styles and their conventions in a variety
ofinherited traditions, current practice and emerging trends, including those from different cultures and
contexts.
Students learn how to engage with dramatic works as both artists and audience through the use of critical
literacies. The study of drama develops students’ knowledge, skills and understanding in the making of
andresponding to dramatic works to help them realise their creative and expressive potential as
individuals.
Students learn to pose and solve problems, and work independently and collaboratively.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Drama can establish a basis for further education and employment in the field of
drama, and to broader areas in creative industries and cultural institutions, including arts
administrationand management, communication, education, public relations, research and science and
technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• demonstrate an understanding of dramatic languages
• apply literacy skills
• apply and structure dramatic languages
• analyse how dramatic languages are used to create dramatic action and meaning
• interpret purpose, context and text to communicate dramaticmeaning
• manipulate dramatic languages to create dramatic action and meaning
• evaluate and justify the use of dramatic languages to communicate dramatic meaning
• synthesise and argue a position about dramatic action and meaning.

18

Offering subject to change
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Share
How does drama
promote shared
understandings of the
human experience?
• cultural
inheritances of
storytelling
• oral history and
emerging
practices
• a range of linear
and non-linear
forms

Reflect
How is drama shaped
to reflect lived
experience?
• Realism, including
Magical Realism,
Australian Gothic
• associated
conventions of
styles and texts

Challenge
How can we use drama
to challenge our
understanding of
humanity?
• Theatre of Social
Comment,
including Theatre
of the Absurd and
Epic Theatre
• associated
conventions of
styles and texts

Transform
How can you transform
dramatic practice?
• Contemporary
performance
• associated
conventions of
styles and texts
• inherited texts as
stimulus

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall subject
result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Performance

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Project — dramatic concept

20%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Project — practice-led project

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
• Examination — extended response
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FILM, TELEVISION & NEW MEDIA
General senior subject 19

Film, Television & New Media fosters creative and expressive communication. It explores the five
keyconcepts of technologies, representations, audiences, institutions and languages.
Students learn about film, television and new media as our primary sources of information and
entertainment. They understand that film, television and new media are important channels for
educational and cultural exchange, and are fundamental to our self-expression and representation
asindividuals and as communities.
Students creatively apply film, television and new media key concepts to individually and collaboratively
make moving-image media products, and investigate and respond to moving-image media content and
production contexts. Students develop a respect for diverse perspectives and a critical awareness of the
expressive, functional and creative potential of moving-image media in a diverse range of global
contexts.They develop knowledge and skills in creative thinking, communication, collaboration, planning,
critical analysis, and digital and ethical citizenship.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Film, Television & New Media can establish a basis for further education and
employment in the fields of information technologies, creative industries, cultural institutions, and
diversefields that use skills inherent in the subject, including advertising, arts administration and
management, communication, design, education, film and television, and public relations.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• explain the features of moving-image media content and practices
• symbolise conceptual ideas and stories
• construct proposals and construct moving-image media products
• apply literacy skills
• analyse moving-image products and contexts of production and use
• structure visual, audio and text elements to make moving-image media products
• experiment with ideas for moving-image media products
• appraise film, television and new media products, practices and viewpoints
• synthesise visual, audio and text elements to solve conceptual and creative problems.

19
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Foundation
•
Co
ncept:
technologies
How are tools and
associated processes
used to create
meaning?
•
C
oncept:
institutions
How are institutional
practices influenced by
social, political and
economic factors?
•
C
oncept:
languages
How do signs and
symbols, codes and
conventions create
meaning?

Story forms
•
Conce
pt:
representations
How do
representations
function in story
forms?
•
C
oncept:
audiences
How does the
relationship between
story forms and
meaning change in
different contexts?
•
C
oncept:
languages
How are media
languages used to
construct stories?

Participation
•
Co
ncept:
technologies
How do technologies
enable or constrain
participation?
•
C
oncept:
audiences
How do different
contexts and purposes
impact the
participation of
individuals and cultural
groups?
•
C
oncept:
institutions
How is participation in
institutional practices
influenced by social,
political and economic
factors?

Identity
•
Co
ncept:
technologies
How do media artists
experiment with
technological
practices?
•
Conce
pt:
representations
How do media artists
portray people, places,
events, ideas and
emotions?
•
C
oncept:
languages
How do media artists
use signs, symbols,
codes and conventions
in experimental ways
to create meaning?

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall subject
result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
•
Case study investigation

15%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
•
Multi-platform project

25%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
•
Stylistic project

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
• Examination — extended response
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MUSIC

General senior subject 20
Music fosters creative and expressive communication. It allows students to develop musicianship
throughmaking (composition and performance) and responding (musicology).
Through composition, performance and musicology, students use and apply music elements and
concepts.They apply their knowledge and understanding to convey meaning and/or emotion to an
audience.
Students use essential literacy skills to engage in a multimodal world. They demonstrate practical
musicskills and analyse and evaluate music in a variety of contexts, styles and genres.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Music can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of
artsadministration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and science and
technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• demonstrate technical skills
• explain music elements and concepts
• use music elements and concepts
• analyse music
• apply compositional devices
• apply literacy skills
• interpret music elements and concepts
• evaluate music to justify the use of music elements and concepts
• realise music ideas
• resolve music ideas.

20
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Designs
Through inquiry
learning, the following
is explored:

Identities
Through inquiry
learning, the following
is explored:

Innovations
Through inquiry
learning, the following
is explored:

Narratives
Through inquiry
learning, the following
is explored:

How does the
treatment and
combination of
different music
elements enable
musicians to design
music that
communicates
meaning through
performance and
composition?

How do musicians use
their understanding of
music elements,
concepts and practices
to communicate
cultural, political, social
and personal identities
when performing,
composing and
responding to music?

How do musicians
incorporate innovative
music practices to
communicate meaning
when performing and
composing?

How do musicians
manipulate music
elements to
communicate narrative
when performing,
composing and
responding to music?

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall subject
result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Performance

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Composition

20%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Integrated project

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
• Examination
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MUSIC EXTENSION (COMPOSITION)
General senior subject (Studied in Year 12 only) 21

Music Extension (Composition) is an extension of the Music General senior syllabus. It provides
anopportunity for students with specific abilities in music to extend their expertise.
Students select one specialisation only and follow an individual program of study designed to continue
thedevelopment of refined musicianship skills. Music Extension encourages students to investigate music
concepts and ideas relevant to their specialisation.
In the Composition specialisation (making), students create and resolve new music works. They
demonstrate use of music concepts and manipulate music concepts to express meaning and/or emotion
toan audience through resolved compositions.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Music Extension can establish a basis for further education and employment in the
fields of arts administration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and
scienceand technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• apply literary skills
• evaluate music and ideas about music
• examine music and ideas about music
• express meaning, emotion or ideas about music
• apply compositional devices
• manipulate music elements and concepts
• resolve music ideas.

21
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STRUCTURE
Unit 3

Unit 4

Explore
• Key idea 1: Initiate best practice
• Key idea 2: Consolidate best practice

Emerge
• Key idea 3: Independent best practice

ASSESSMENT
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall subject
result (A–E).

SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Composition 1

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Composition 2

20%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Composition project

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
Examination — extended response
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MUSIC EXTENSION (PERFORMANCE)
General senior subject (Studied in Year 12 only) 22

Music Extension (Performance) is an extension of the Music General senior syllabus. It provides an
opportunity for students with specific abilities in music to extend their expertise. Students select one
specialisation only and follow an individual program of study designed to continue the development of
refined musicianship skills. Music Extension encourages students to investigate music concepts and
ideasrelevant to their specialisation.
In the Performance specialisation (making), students realise music works, demonstrating technical skills
and understanding. They make decisions about music, interpret music elements and concepts, and
expressmusic ideas to realise their performances.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Music Extension can establish a basis for further education and employment in the
fields of arts administration, communication, education, creative industries, public relations and
scienceand technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• apply literary skills
• evaluate music and ideas about music
• examine music and ideas about music
• express meaning, emotion or ideas about music
• apply technical skills
• interpret music elements and concepts
• realise music ideas.

STRUCTURE
Unit 3

Unit 4

Explore
• Key idea 1: Initiate best practice
• Key idea 2: Consolidate best practice

Emerge
• Key idea 3: Independent best practice

ASSESSMENT
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessmentsare added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall
subject result (A–E).

22

Offering subject to change
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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Investigation 1

20%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Investigation 2

20%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Performance project

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
• Examination — extended response
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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY STUDIES
Applied senior subject

Social and Community Studies fosters personal development and social skills which lead to self-reliance, selfmanagement and concern for others. It fosters appreciation of, and respect for, cultural diversity and
encourages responsible attitudes and behaviours required for effective participation in the community and for
thinking critically, creatively and constructively about their future role in it.
Three interrelated and interdependent areas of life skills are identified — personal, interpersonal, and
citizenship skills. These life skills are core to the subject and provide a framework for a course of study in Social
and Community Studies. Life skills encompass social skills, communication skills (e.g. verbal and non-verbal
communication, effective speaking, active listening), respect for and interaction with others, building rapport,
problem solving and decision making, self-management, building self-esteem, self-confidence and resilience,
workplace skills, learning and study skills.
Students investigate these life skills through a variety of electives dealing with topics such as personal
economics and consumerism, legal issues, the world of work, workplace relations, the Arts and the community,
food and nutrition, health, recreation and leisure, relationships and gender issues, and science and technology.
In collaborative learning environments, students use an inquiry approach to investigate the dynamics of society
and the benefits of working with others in the community, allowing them to establish positive relationships and
networks, and to be active and informed citizens.
Social and Community Studies encourages students to explore and refine personal values and lifestyle choices.
In partnership with families, the school community and the community beyond the school, including virtual
communities, schools may offer a range of contexts and experiences that provide students with opportunities
to practise, develop and value social, community and workplace participation skills.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Social and Community Studies can establish a basis for further education and employment,
as it helps students develop the personal, interpersonal and citizenship skills and attributes necessary in all
workplaces. It allows them to manage change, to be resilient and adaptive, and to develop strategies so that
they can cope with the demands, not only of everyday life, but also of continuing studies, employment and
future careers.
OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course of study, students should:
• recognise and describe concepts and ideas related to the development of personal, interpersonal and
citizenship skills
•
recognise and explain the ways life skills relate to social contexts
•
explain issues and viewpoints related to social investigations.
•
organise information and material related to social contexts and issues
•
analyse and compare viewpoints about social contexts and issues
•
apply concepts and ideas to make decisions about social investigations
•
use language conventions and features to communicate ideas and information, according to purposes.
•
plan and undertake social investigations
•
communicate the outcomes of social investigations, to suit audiences
•
appraise inquiry processes and the outcomes of social investigations.
STRUCTURE
The Social and Community Studies course is designed around core and elective topics. The electives
provide the contexts through which the three core life skill areas are explored. They cover broad topics
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and have been structured and formatted around these three perspectives.
Core topics

Elective topics

Personal skills, including selfawareness and selfmanagement.
Interpersonal skills, including
social skills, the management of
relationships, and effective
communication.
Citizenship skills, including
participation in the community
from local to global contexts.

The Arts and the
community

Into relationships

Australia’s place in the
world

Legally, it could be you
The world of work

Gender and identity

Today’s society

Health — food and
nutrition

Science and technology

Health — recreation and
leisure

Money management

ASSESSMENT
For Social and Community Studies, assessment from Units 3 and 4 is used to determine the student’s
exit result,and consists of four instruments from at least three different assessment techniques,
including one project or investigation and one examination:
Project

Investigation

Extended response

Examination

A response to a single
task,situation and/or
scenario.

This technique assesses
investigative practices and
the outcomes of applying
these practices. It involves
research and an inquiry
approach.

A technique that
assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examinatio
n and/or evaluation
of ideas and
information in
provided stimulus
materials.

A response that
answers a number of
provided questions,
scenarios and/or
problems.

At least two
different
components
from the
following:
written: 500–900 words
spoken: 2½–3½ minutes
multimodal: 3–6 minutes

Presented in one of
the following modes:

Presented in
one of the
following
modes:

60–90 minutes
50–250 words per item
on the test

written: 600–1000
words
spoken: 3–4 minutes

written: 600–
1000 words
spoken: 3–4 minutes
multimodal: 4–7
minutes.

multimodal: 4–7
minutes.
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VISUAL ART
General senior subject 23

Visual Art provides students with opportunities to understand and appreciate the role of visual art in
pastand present traditions and cultures, as well as the contributions of contemporary visual artists and
their aesthetic, historical and cultural influences. Students interact with artists, artworks, institutions
and communities to enrich their experiences and understandings of their own and others’ art practices.
Students have opportunities to construct knowledge and communicate personal interpretations by
working as both artist and audience. They use their imagination and creativity to innovatively solve
problems and experiment with visual language and expression.
Through an inquiry learning model, students develop critical and creative thinking skills. They create
individualised responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, techniques, technologies and
artprocesses.
In responding to artworks, students employ essential literacy skills to investigate artistic expression
andcritically analyse artworks in diverse contexts. They consider meaning, purposes and theoretical
approaches when ascribing aesthetic value and challenging ideas.
PATHWAYS
A course of study in Visual Art can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of
arts practice, design, craft, and information technologies; broader areas in creative industries and
culturalinstitutions; and diverse fields that use skills inherent in the subject, including advertising, arts
administration and management, communication, design, education, galleries and museums, film and
television, public relations, and science and technology.
OBJECTIVES
By the conclusion of the course of study, students will:
• implement ideas and representations
• apply literacy skills
• analyse and interpret visual language, expression and meaning in artworks and practices
• evaluate art practices, traditions, cultures and theories
• justify viewpoints
• experiment in response to stimulus
• create meaning through the knowledge and understanding of materials, techniques,
technologies and art processes
• realise responses to communicate meaning.

23

Offering subject to change
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Art as lens
Through inquiry
learning, the following
are explored:
• Concept: lenses
to explore the
material world
• Contexts:
personal and
contemporary
• Focus: People,
place, objects
• Media: 2D, 3D,
and time-based

Art as code
Through inquiry
learning, the following
are explored:
• Concept: art as a
coded visual
language
• Contexts: formal
and cultural
• Focus: Codes,
symbols, signs
and art
conventions
• Media: 2D, 3D,
and time-based

Art as knowledge
Through inquiry
learning, the following
are explored:
• Concept:
constructing
knowledge as
artist and
audience
• Contexts:
contemporary,
personal, cultural
and/or formal
• Focus: studentdirected
• Media: studentdirected

Art as alternate
Through inquiry
learning, the following
are explored:
• Concept: evolving
alternate
representations
and meaning
• Contexts:
contemporary
and personal,
cultural and/or
formal
• Focus: continued
exploration of
Unit 3 studentdirected focus
• Media: studentdirected

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments
are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an overall subject
result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment 1 (IA1):
• Investigation — inquiry phase 1

15%

Summative internal assessment 2 (IA2):
• Project — inquiry phase 2

25%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Project — inquiry phase 3

Summative external assessment (EA): 25%
• Examination
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ON OFFER IN THE FUTURE
BUSINESS

General senior subject
Business is multifaceted. It is a contemporary discipline with representation in every aspect of society including
individuals, community and government. Business, as a dynamic and evolving discipline, is responsive to
environmental changes such as emerging technologies, globalisation, sustainability, resources, economy and
society.
The study of business is relevant to all individuals in a rapidly changing, technology-focused and innovationdriven world. Through studying Business, students are challenged academically and exposed to authentic and
real-life practices. The knowledge and skills developed in Business will allow students to contribute
meaningfully to society, the workforce and the marketplace and prepare them as potential employees,
employers, leaders, managers and entrepreneurs of the future.
Students investigate the business life cycle from the seed to post-maturity stage and develop skills in examining
business data and information. Students learn business concepts, theories, processes and strategies relevant to
leadership, management and entrepreneurship. A range of business environments and situations is explored.
Through this exploration, students investigate the influence of and implications for strategic development in
the functional areas of finance, human resources, marketing and operations.
Learning in Business integrates an inquiry approach with authentic case studies. Students become critical
observers of business practices by applying an inquiry process in undertaking investigations of business
situations. They use a variety of technological, communication and analytical tools to comprehend, analyse,
interpret and synthesise business data and information. Students evaluate strategies using criteria that are
flexible, adaptable and underpinned by communication, leadership, creativity and sophistication of thought.
This multifaceted course creates a learning environment that fosters ambition and success, while being mindful
of social and ethical values and responsibilities. Opportunity is provided to develop interpersonal and
leadership skills through a range of individual and collaborative activities in teaching and learning. Business
develops students’ confidence and capacity to participate as members or leaders of the global workforce
through the integration of 21st century skills.
Business allows students to engage with the dynamic business world (in both national and global contexts), the
changing workforce and emerging digital technologies. It addresses contemporary implications, giving students
a competitive edge in the workplace as socially responsible and ethical members of the business community,
and as informed citizens, employees, consumers and investors.

PATHWAYS
Business is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond Year 12 that lead to
tertiary studies, vocational education or work. The study of Business provides opportunities for students to
pursue entrepreneurial pathways and a wide range of careers in the public, private and not-for-profit sectors. A
course of study in Business can establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of business
management, business development, entrepreneurship, business analytics, economics, business law,
accounting and finance, international business, marketing, human resources management and business
information systems.
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OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course of study, students should:
•
describe business environments and situations
•
explain business concepts, strategies and processes
•
select and analyse business data and information
•
interpret business relationships, patterns and trends to draw conclusions
•
evaluate business practices and strategies to make decisions and propose recommendation
•
create responses that communicate meaning to suit purpose and audience
STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Business
Creation
• Fundamentals
of business
• Creation of
business ideas

Business
Growth
• Establishment
of a business
• Entering
markets

Business
diversification
• Competitive
markets
• Strategic
development

Business evolution
• Repositioning a
business
• Transformation
of a business

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context.
In Units 3 and 4 students complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the
assessments are added together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive an
overall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment
1(IA1):
• Examination — combination
response

25%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Extended response – feasibility
report

25
%

Summative internal assessment
2(IA2):
• Investigation –
business report

25%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination — combination
response

25
%
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FOOD & NUTRITION
General senior subject

Food & Nutrition is the study of food in the context of food science, nutrition and food technologies. Students
explore the chemical and functional properties of nutrients to create food solutions that maintain the beneficial
nutritive values. This knowledge is fundamental for continued development of a safe and sustainable food
system that can produce high quality, nutritious solutions with an extended shelf life. The food system includes
the sectors of production, processing, distribution, consumption, research and development. Waste
management, sustainability and food protection are overarching principles that have an impact on all sectors of
the food system. Students will actively engage in a food and nutrition problem-solving process to create food
solutions that contribute positively to preferred personal, social, ethical, economic, environmental, legal,
sustainable and technological futures.
Food & Nutrition is a developmental course of study. In Unit 1, students develop an understanding of the
chemical and functional properties of vitamins, minerals and protein-based food, as well as food safety,
spoilage and preservation. In Unit 2, students explore consumer food drivers, sensory profiling, labelling and
food safety, and the development of food formulations. In Unit 3, students develop knowledge about the
chemical, functional and sensory properties of carbohydrate- and fat-based food, and food safety, food
preservation techniques and spoilage. In Unit 4, students develop an awareness of the interdisciplinary nature
of food science, nutrition and technologies in relation to solving food and nutrition problems and improving
safety, nutrition, convenience, transparency and accessibility for the consumer, as well as considering the wider
impacts and implications of the solution.
Using a problem-based learning approach, students learn to apply their food science, nutrition and
technologies knowledge to solve real-world food and nutrition problems. This includes: exploring problems;
developing ideas; generating, communicating and testing solutions; and evaluating the process and solutions.
Students will integrate and use new and existing knowledge to make decisions and solve problems through
investigation, experimentation and analysis.
Food & Nutrition is inclusive of students’ needs, interests and aspirations. It challenges students to think about,
respond to, and create solutions for contemporary problems in food and nutrition. Students will become
enterprising individuals and make discerning decisions about the safe development and use of technologies in
the local and global fields of food and nutrition.
In Food & Nutrition, students learn transferable 21st century skills that support their aspirations, including
critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, collaboration and teamwork, personal and social skills, and
information & communication technologies (ICT) skills. Students become adaptable and resilient through their
problem-solving learning experiences. These skills enable students to innovate and collaborate with people in
the fields of science, technology, engineering and health to create solutions to contemporary problems in food
and nutrition.
PATHWAYS
Food & Nutrition is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school
that lead to further education, training and employment. A course of study in Food & Nutrition can
establish a basis for further education and employment in the fields of science, technology, engineering
and health.
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SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
• recognise and describe food and nutrition facts and principles
• explain food and nutrition ideas and problems
• analyse problems, information and data
• determine solution requirements and criteria
• synthesise information and data
• generate solutions to provide data to determine the feasibility of the solution
• evaluate and refine ideas and solutions to make justified recommendations for enhancement
• make decisions about and use mode-appropriate features, language and conventions for particular
purposes and contexts.
STRUCTURE
Unit 1
Food science of
vitamins, minerals
and protein
• Introduction to
the food system
• Vitamins and
minerals
• Protein
• Developing
food solutions

Unit 2

Unit 3

Food
drivers and
emerging
trends
• Consumer food
drivers
• Sensory
profiling
• Labelling and
food safety
• Food
formulation for
consumer markets

Food science of
carbohydrate and
fat
• The food
system
• Carbohydrate
• Fat
• Developing
food solutions

Unit 4
Food solution
development for
nutrition consumer
markets
• Formulation
and reformulation
for nutrition
consumer markets
• Food
development
process

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4 students
complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added together
to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive anoverall subject result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Unit 3
Summative internal
assessment 1(IA1):
• Examination
Summative internal
assessment 2(IA2):
• Project – folio

Unit 4
%

%

20

25

Summative internal assessment 3
(IA3):
• Project - folio
Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination
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PSYCHOLOGY
General senior subject

Psychology provides opportunities for students to engage with concepts that explain behaviours and underlying
cognitions. In Unit 1, students examine individual development in the form of the role of the brain, cognitive
development, human consciousness and sleep. In Unit 2, students investigate the concept of intelligence, the
process of diagnosis and how to classify psychological disorder and determine an effective treatment, and
lastly, the contribution of emotion and motivation on the individual behaviour. In Unit 3, students examine
individual thinking and how it is determined by the brain, including perception, memory, and learning. In Unit
4, students consider the influence of others by examining theories of social psychology, interpersonal
processes, attitudes and cross-cultural psychology.
Psychology aims to develop students’:
• interest in psychology and their appreciation for how this knowledge can be used to understand
contemporary issues
• appreciation of the complex interactions, involving multiple parallel processes that continually influence
human behaviour
• understanding that psychological knowledge has developed over time and is used in a variety of contexts,
and is informed by social, cultural and ethical considerations
• ability to conduct a variety of field research and laboratory investigations involving collection and analysis
of qualitative and quantitative data and interpretation of evidence
• ability to critically evaluate psychological concepts, interpretations, claims and conclusions with reference
to evidence
• ability to communicate psychological understandings, findings, arguments and conclusions using
appropriate representations, modes and genres.
PATHWAYS
Psychology is a General subject suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond school that lead to
tertiary studies, vocational education or work. A course of study in Psychology can establish a basis for further
education and employment in the fields of psychology, sales, human resourcing, training, social work, health,
law, business, marketing and education.
SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
•
describe and explain scientific concepts, theories, models and systems and their limitations
•
apply understanding of scientific concepts, theories, models and systems within their limitations
•
analyse evidence
•
interpret evidence
•
investigate phenomena
•
evaluate processes, claims and conclusions
•
communicate understandings, findings, arguments and conclusions
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STRUCTURE
Unit 1

Unit 2

Unit 3

Unit 4

Individual
development
• Psychological
science A
• The role of the
brain
• Cognitive
development
• Human
consciousness and
sleep

Individual
behaviour
• Psychological
science B
• Intelligence
• Diagnosis
• Psychological
disorders and
treatments
• Emotion and
motivation

Individual thinking
• Localisation of
function in the
brain
• Visual
perception
• Memory
• Learning

The influence of
others
• Social
psychology
• Interpersonal
processes
• Attitudes
• Cross-cultural
psychology

ASSESSMENT
Schools devise assessments in Units 1 and 2 to suit their local context. In Units 3 and 4 students
complete four summative assessments. The results from each of the assessments are added
together to provide a subject score out of 100. Students will also receive anoverall subject
result (A–E).
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
Unit 3

Unit 4

Summative internal assessment
1(IA1):
• Data test

10%

Summative internal assessment 3 (IA3):
• Research investigation

20
%

Summative internal assessment
2(IA2):
• Student experiment

20%

Summative external assessment (EA):
• Examination

50
%
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DANCE IN PRACTICE
Applied senior subject

Dance in Practice gives students opportunities to explore these functions through active engagement in dance
and dance productions at a school and community level. This syllabus focuses on experiencing and
understanding the role of dance in and across communities and, where possible, interacting with practising
performers, choreographers and designers.
In Dance in Practice, students create, perform and produce dance works in class, school and community
contexts. This involves the integration of knowledge of the world with experience and perception. To do this,
students examine aesthetic codes and symbol systems and use their senses as a means of understanding and
responding to their own and others’ dance works. This fosters creativity, helps students develop problemsolving skills, and heightens their imaginative, emotional, aesthetic, analytical and reflective experiences.
Students explore and apply techniques, processes and technologies individually and in groups to express dance
ideas that serve particular purposes. They gain practical and technical skills, employ terminology specific to
dance, investigate ways to solve problems, and make choices to communicate through dance and about dance.
Through the physicality of dance and the use of their bodies as a medium for artistic expression, students
experience a sense of enjoyment and personal achievement.
Students undertake the study of at least three dance genres in Dance in Practice, gaining a broad range of
technical and expressive skills and understanding. Exposure to multiple dance genres fosters a greater
appreciation of dance as an art form.
In Dance in Practice, students undertake three core topics for study — ‘Dance performance’, ‘Dance
production’ and ‘Dance literacies’. In ‘Dance performance’, students develop the knowledge, understanding
and skills necessary for an individual to perform in solo and group works. It also includes the performance of
students as teachers of dance for particular purposes and audiences. Students also learn about health
considerations for dance and safe dance practices and that each individual needs to condition their body for
dance. Students explore safe dance practices for themselves and groups, while teaching, performing and
choreographing. They learn that each facility or dance performance environment is different and requires
different procedures and considerations.
In ‘Dance production’, students learn to stage dance productions. It includes choreographic understanding,
designing dance performances and the technical and design skills used in dance productions.
In ‘Dance literacies’, students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills necessary to engage with dance
information in order to understand and critique dance works.
PATHWAYS
There are many roles for dance practitioners in dance industries, including choreographer, performer, designer,
technician and producer. A course of study in Dance in Practice can establish a basis for further education and
employment in dance education, dance teaching, choreography, performance and event production.
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STRUCTURE
The Dance in Practice course is designed around core and elective topics. The core is the conceptual
base and is what all students will have the opportunity to learn. The electives are the dance genres
schools choose to undertake.
Core topics

Elective topics

Dance performance, including
being a dancer, observing and
teaching others, and health
and safe practices.
Dance production, including
production design and
enactment, choreographic
skills, and group work and
communication.

Ballet

Popular dance

Contemporary

World dance

Jazz

Ballroom

Tap

Dance literacies, including
responding to dance
information and dance works,
dance terminology and
language, and dance genres,
styles and contexts.
ASSESSMENT
Project
A response to
a single task,
situation
and/or
scenario.

At least
two
different
compone
nts from
the
following
modes:
written: 500–900

Performance
This technique
assesses physical
demonstrations as
outcomes of
applying a range of
skills.

Presented in
one of the
following
modes:
Dance
performanc
e: 2-3
minutes
Production

Product

Extended response Investigation

This technique
assesses the
production of a
design solution and
folio or
choreographic work.

Presented in
one of the
following
modes:
Design
solution and
folio:
variable
conditions
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A technique that
assesses the
interpretation,
analysis/examina
tion and/or
evaluation of
ideas and
information in
provided
stimulus
materials.

This response
includes
locating and
using
information
beyond
students’ own
knowledge and
the data they
have been
given.

Presented in
one of the
following
modes:

Presented in one of
the following
modes:

written:
600–1000
words
spoken: 3–4
minutes

Written: 600-1000
words
Spoken: 3- 4
minutes
Multimodal: 10 A4
pages max (or

Highlands Christian College
words
spoken: 2½–3½
minutes
multimodal: 8 A4
pages max (or
equivalent)
3–6 minutes

performanc
e: variable
conditions
Teaching
performanc
e: variable
conditions

Choreograp
hic work: 2 –
3 minutes

64

multimodal:
10 A4 pages max
(or equivalent)
4–7 minutes.

equivalent)
4-7 minutes
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ALTERNATIVE PATHWAYS
Students have the option to select an alternative course on offer in place of a sixth subject.
These courses are:
HEAD START
The University of Southern Queensland offers school students the opportunity to study one unit of a
university course over one semester. Students can commence a Head Start course any time between
Semester 2 of Year 11 through to Semester 1 of Year 12.
Course Prerequisite:

Student must have a B average in all subjects.

TAFE COURSES
Course Prerequisite:

Student must be currently in Year 11.

SCHOOL-BASED TRAINEESHIPS AND APPRENTICESHIPS
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Highlands Christian College recognizes that training students for involvement in vocational areas requires
teamwork between school, home, training organizations and industry. The two options offered are: a
course with the TAFE or a traineeship / apprenticeship. Most of these courses run for 18 months to 2
years. An expression of interest form must be completed and handed to the VET coordinator (Mrs.
Palmer).
TAFE COURSES
In place of a sixth subject, students have the choice to attend a Vocational Certificate course at TAFE in
Toowoomba. This requires the student to attend TAFE during school hours and catch up schoolwork
missed. Students choosing TAFE release courses need to be aware of the following:
COSTS
Some of these courses will incur a cost.
•
•

Clothing Costs – some subjects require special clothing (e.g. welding goggles, steel-cap boots,
etc.)
Transport Costs – it will be the student’s own responsibility to arrange transport to TAFE.

TIME MANAGEMENT
Because students will replace a subject with the course, they will have five Independent Work Line
periods on their timetable. They will be expected to use this time wisely to catch up on the work
thatthey miss because of their TAFE commitments.
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SCHOOL-BASED
TRAINEESHIPS/APPRENTICESHIP
One valuable option for students is to undertake a school-based traineeship/apprenticeship. Students will
receive a qualification and get paid for their work.
The College will assist students who secure school-based traineeships or apprenticeships that operate
parallel to their senior schooling. However, the College is not responsible for finding traineeship
placements.
The components of the school-based traineeships are:
1.
Students will complete normal Year 11 and 12 schooling.
2.

Students will be involved in paid part-time work associated with the traineeship. This employment
needs to total 50 days per calendar year.

3.

Students will undertake vocational training with a registered training organisation to complete
appropriate vocational certificates.

Some of the features of school-based traineeships are:
•
Employers receive incentive payments from the Government
•
Although we endeavour to find training organizations who do not charge the gap, a training fee
may be charged
•
The Queensland Department of Industry, Training and Industrial Relations monitors the schoolbased traineeship agreements.
•
After completion of Year 12, if students have not completed their school-based traineeship, they
may choose to continue their traineeship as a full- time or part-time traineeship if the employer is
agreeable.
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OTHER INFORMATION
Senior schooling in Queensland is changing to help give students the skills for success in work and life
inthe future. Across senior subjects, students will acquire 21st century skills to support them as
lifelong learners, valued employees, innovators and engaged global citizens.
Under the new QCE system, students can still choose from a wide range of subjects and courses to
suittheir work and study goals. Assessment will change in QCAA General subjects with the
introduction of common external assessments.
From 2020, there will also be a new way to rank students who wish to apply for university. The
AustralianTertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) will be used to rank eligible Year 12 graduates, rather than the
Overall Position (OP). ATARs will be calculated and issued by the Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre
(QTAC). Visit QTAC for details: www.qtac.edu.au/for-schools/atar-information

SENIOR EDUCATION PROFILE
Queensland students receive a Senior Education Profile from the QCAA when they complete Year 12. All
students receive a statement of results, which is a transcript of their learning account. Eligible students
also receive a QCE. Students who are not eligible for the QCE at the end of Year 12 will continue to
accruecredit and will receive an updated statement of results and a QCE when eligible.
STATEMENT OF RESULTS
The statement of results is a transcript of a student’s learning account. It shows all contributing studies
andthe results achieved.
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QCE

The QCE is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification. To be issued with a QCE, students need to
complete the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while meeting literacy and numeracy
requirements.
The Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification. It is
internationally recognised and provides evidence of senior schooling achievements.
The flexibility of the QCE means that students can choose from a wide range of learning options to suit their
interests and career goals. Most students will plan their QCE pathway in Year 10 when choosing senior courses
of study.
Highlands will help students develop their individual plan and a QCAA learning account will be opened for
them.
To receive a QCE, students must achieve the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while
meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. The QCE is issued to eligible students when they meet all the
requirements, either at the completion of Year 12, or after they have left school.
QCE REQUIREMENTS
As well as meeting the below requirements, students must have an open learning account beforestarting the
QCE and accrue a minimum of one credit from a Core course of study while enrolled at a Queensland school.
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QCE cont’d.
Within the set pattern requirement, there are three categories of learning — Core, Preparatory
and Complementary. When the set standard is met, credit will accrue in a student’s learning
account. Tomeet the set pattern requirement for a QCE, at least 12 credits must be accrued from
completed Core courses of study. The remaining 8 credits may accrue from a combination of Core,
Preparatoryor Complementary courses of study.

The literacy and numeracy requirements for a QCE meet the standards outlined in the Australian Core
SkillsFramework (ACSF) Level 3. To meet the literacy and numeracy requirement for the QCE, a student
must achieve the set standard in one of the literacy and one of the numeracy learning options:
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SECONDARY ACADEMIC POLICY
Assessment Submission
In order to maintain the highest academic standards and rigour, it is an inherent requirement of all
assessment tasks that they be completed and submitted on the due date.
Types of assessment include:
o Assignments (in which students are given advanced notice of the task and may work on the task
over an extended period, using both class time and home time)
o Exams (which are completed at school, under supervised conditions, in a limited period of time)
Drafts
Drafts are versions of a student's response that teachers provide verbal and/or written feedback on,
prior to the final due date of an assignment.
Types of drafts differ depending on the nature of the subject. They might include:
o written drafts (submitted electronically or in hard copy form)
o rehearsal of a performance piece
o a product in development.
From Years 7 - 9, students may submit up to two drafts per assignment. In Years 10 - 12, students may
submit only one draft per assignment.
Individual teachers are responsible for setting an appropriate due date for the draft and to ensure
that the feedback they provide does not compromise the academic integrity of student work.
Students are responsible to submit their draft on or before the due date set by the teacher. It is
important to note that marks or results are not allocated on a draft.
Evidence Checkpoint
All written tasks will be required to have a point in the development of the task (prior to the final due
date) where evidence to that stage and date is collected. It is the individual teacher' s responsibility to
define the date and level of completion, but the work must be collected. Teachers may choose to
have one or more points of collection throughout the assessment period.
Students are responsible for submitting the appropriate work by the due date. Students who do not
submit evidence on the due date without having a valid reason will be required to do so by the
individual teacher at a morning tea or lunchtime. Parents will be contacted before the final due date
when a student does not submit an evidence checkpoint.
Late Assignments and Non-Submissions
As a general rule, students are required to submit the assignment in the lesson on the day the
assignment is due. In circumstances where this is not possible, students may submit, if they have the
approval of their teacher, by 5pm.
In the case that a student does not submit an assignment on or before the due date, the evidence
collected to date will be used to match student work to the standards. A result will be subsequently
awarded for the task.
If no evidence of student work has been collected, students in Years 7 -10 will be required to sit an
academic detention until they have produced work of at least an E standard. The student's teacher is
responsible for arranging and supervising the detention within a reasonable timeframe following the
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original due date.
In Years 11 & 12, students will be awarded a Not Rated in circumstances where no evidence has been
submitted on or before the due date. This may jeopardize the student's eligibility for a Queensland
Certificate of Education or an ATAR.
Students who absent themselves from school to complete assignments, without a valid reason, will
miss important time to receive support and guidance from their teacher. The academic integrity of
the assignment may also come into question, as the teacher will not have been able to observe the
student working on the task. Academic consequences may result.
Unforeseen Illness, Misadventure & Planned Absences
There may be circumstances where a student's ability to attend or participate in an assessment is
adversely affected by unforeseen illness or an unexpected event beyond the student's control e.g.
summons/subpoena to appear in court or a close family members' death/funeral. There may also be
times where an approved absence occurs over an assessment period.
Assignments
If possible, the student should submit an assignment electronically on or before the due date. If this is
not possible, a parent or sibling may submit the assignment on the student's behalf at Student
Services. Failing this, the student may apply for an extension.
Exams
In the event of an exam, the student must arrange with their teacher to complete a comparable exam
when they return to school.
The following actions must be undertaken to apply for an extension to an assignment or to sit a
comparable exam:
Years 11 & 12:
Illness - provide an Application for an Assignment or Exam Extension form and a medical certificate to
Student Services. The medical certificate must detail:
o the illness, condition or event
o the date of diagnosis, onset or occurrence
o symptoms, treatment or course of action
o explanation of the probable effect of the illness, condition or event on the student's participation
in the assessment.
Misadventure - provide an Application for an Assignment or Exam Extension form and written
evidence from a relevant independent professional or other independent third party, such as a social
worker, member of the clergy, policy officer, solicitor or funeral director. This documentation must be
submitted at Student Services.
In Years 11 and 12, extensions can only be approved in cases of illness and misadventure.
Illness and Misadventure does not apply to:
o situations of a student's own choosing or that of their parents/ carers, such as a family holiday
o
planned absences for performances or competitions, unless they are at the National level
o situations within the student's control, such as failing to back-up work
o teacher absence or other teacher-related issues.
In the case of a planned absence, a student should provide the school with at least three weeks'
notice of the absence by submitting a Notice of Approved Absence form to Student Services. This will
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notify the student's teachers of the absence. Should the student wish to submit the assessment task
before the due date, the student may also request to receive advanced notice of the task.
Years 7-10:
o Illness - a medical certificate (if the illness causes an absence longer than 3 days) or parent note
and an Application for an Assignment or Exam Extension form when the student returns to
school
o Other unforeseeable extenuating circumstances - a phone call or email to the Director of Middle
Years or Senior Years on the day, followed up with a parent note and an Application for an
Assignment or Exam Extension form when the student returns to school
o Planned absences (includes family holidays, sporting competitions etc.) - complete a Notice of
Approved Absences form. The student should also talk to his or her teachers about the absence.
Application for an Assignment or Exam Extension forms must be completed one week ahead of
the student' s departure.
All forms and accompanying documentation must be submitted to Student Services. Students should
also attach a copy of the Application for an Assignment or Exam Extension form to the assignment or
exam.
Exam Protocol
1. No verbal or non-verbal communication of any kind should occur between students.
2. Each student is responsible for bringing their own equipment. No borrowing of equipment during
the exam.
3. Any violation of exam conditions will be counted as cheating.
4. Anyone found to be cheating will be required to leave the room. Their work will not be marked.
Year 11 & 12 students will receive a Not Rated for the assessment item.
Academic Integrity
Highlands Christian College has procedures to ensure that academic integrity is maintained. These
include checkpoints, drafting and authentication strategies. These are detailed on all task sheets.
Across the phases of learning, students are taught about the importance of academic integrity in a
range of classes. Subject teachers emphasise academic integrity in ways that is appropriate to their
discipline. This may include teaching referencing conventions that are appropriate to the task. As a
general rule, the College uses the APA style of referencing.
Teachers also work to ensure that assessment items allow for a unique student response and that,
across the phases of learning, students will be gradually given more responsibility for understanding
the processes required to complete tasks.
When students do not act with academic integrity, they have committed an act of academic
misconduct.
Academic misconduct can include:
o Collusion
o Paying a service or person to complete a response to an assessment
o Copying another student's work
o Attempting to access secure test or assessment materials
o
Fabricating references or data
o Impersonating another student
o Plagiarism or lack of referencing (including self-plagiarism)
o Allowing or arranging a tutor, parent/career to complete or contribute significantly to an
assignment
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When a student is suspected, or has committed, an act of academic misconduct, the following
applies:
For authorship issues
When authorship of student work cannot be established, or a response is not entirely a student's own
work, the College will provide an opportunity for the student to demonstrate that the submitted
response is their own work. This might include:
1. A discussion with the teacher about the subject-matter of the task
2. Submission of planning and drafting
For all instances of academic misconduct
Where there is evidence that academic misconduct has occurred, results will be awarded using any
evidence from:
the preparation of the response that is available that is verifiably the student's own work
that was gathered in the conditions specified by the task sheet, on or before the due date.
Where no evidence is available that is verifiably the student's own, the policy for non-submission of
student work applies. Depending on the severity of the academic misconduct, the student may also
be required to attend an academic detention.
Response Length
Students must adhere to assessment response lengths. All assessment instruments indicate the
required length of the response. Quotes are included in the required length. Because assessment
items have a range built into the length requirements, a ten per cent rule does not apply.
If the student's response exceeds the word length required, the teacher will decide to either:
a) mark only the work up to the required length, excluding evidence over the prescribed limit or
b) under supervised conditions, allow a student to redact their response to meet the required
length, before a judgment is made on the student's work. In this case, the student is not allowed
to add or change words.
Homework
When setting homework, teachers are mindful of the needs of all students. Homework is set to
prepare for new learning and/or consolidate classroom learning. Such consolidation work is set for
students who are developing their understanding of the topics explored in class; extension work may
be set for students who have mastered this. Students are encouraged to manage assignments over
several weeks as part of homework to avoid the last-minute pressure of deadlines.
The following principles apply:
o Teachers should allow students at least 48 hours to complete homework tasks
o Students should be prepared for teachers to check their homework
o Students failing to present homework may be required by the teacher to do so at morning tea or
lunchtime
o If a teacher has concerns about a student consistently failing to complete homework, they may
contact home

74

Highlands Christian College

ATTENDANCE & ABSENCES
Students are expected to attend all school days with any absenteeism being attributable to injury,
illness or legitimate appointments. The College day begins at 8:40 am sharp and students must
arrive at school earlier than this time to prepare their equipment for the day.
When students are absent for medical reasons or due to a family crisis, parents email Student
Services, using the College App or via StudentS@highlands.qld.edu.au providing a reason for their
absence before 9:00 am on the day of absence.
A doctor’s certificate is required for extended medical absences of 3 days or more; and if a student
is away the day an assessment or exam is due.
Pre-planned Absence
Students requiring leave will need to receive permission from the respective Assistant Principal. For
Secondary students, an Application for Leave form can be collected from Student Services.
Parents who have a pressing need for their children to be away from school for any period of time
should contact the College in writing, stating the proposed dates and reasons for requesting leave.
If the leave is considered appropriate, a letter approving leave will be sent to parents and College
staff will be informed that leave has been granted.
The College staff cannot take responsibility for work or assessments that a student will miss during
his/her absence. Under some circumstances, however, the respective Assistant Principal may direct
the College staff to provide assistance to parents to help with the continuity of the student’s
education.
As a College, learning is our core business. For students to gain the most from their class time they
need to be here. Taking time off for extra study, holidays and other events can be detrimental to
the course of learning. Whilst there are occasions and opportunities that will arise to contribute to
your child’s educational outcomes outside of school, it is extremely important to be present at
school.
Please note the following regarding student attendance:
• The College can, under legislation, approve leave in legitimate circumstances. This requires the
College to be informed promptly and accurately about the length, purpose and validity of an
absence. For extended planned absences this should be in advance to the event.
• The College will email parents daily regarding unreported absences and late arrivals and be
asked to contact the College with reasons.
• For students who do not provide a note and no contact is made to the College, leave will be
recorded as Unapproved. Parents will be followed up with an email to verify absence.
• This process of informing parents will likely include late arrivals for circumstances where
students do not have a note and no contact has been made with the College. We appreciate that
sometimes, when in a hurry, notes can be forgotten or inconvenient, but this is an important
process to follow.
• Please remember that as per the Enrolment Terms and Conditions, parents are obliged to
ensure that their children are at school unless leave has been approved. Staying home to
complete assignments and have extra study time are not considered valid reasons for the
College to approve leave.
75

Highlands Christian College

Minimum Attendance – Secondary School
Students in Years 7 – 11 will be required to maintain attendance of at least 80% for automatic
entry to the next Year Level. Students who have more than the acceptable amount of leave will be
required to meet with the Assistant Principal Secondary.
Students in Year 12 who do not maintain an attendance of at least 85% will need to meet with the
Assistant Principal Secondary to show cause as to why they should participate in the Valedictory
celebrations. In situations where there is a greater absence rate, Year 12 students may not be
eligible to graduate.
Please note: School time missed due to attending Traineeships/Apprenticeships is considered
‘School Approved Leave’ and does not count towards this absence rate.
Absences & Secondary Assessment Submission
For Years 7 – 10 students, an explanatory note is required if a student is away on the same day an
assessment piece is due (see Secondary Academic Policy for more details).
For Years 11 – 12 students, if a student is away on the same day an assessment piece is due, a
medical certificate is required (see Secondary Academic Policy for more details).
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USEFUL CONTACTS - 2022
Deputy Principal
Mrs Mia Patterson – secondary@highlands.qld.edu.au
Assistant Principal Secondary
Mr Michael Proellocks – michaelp@highlands.qld.edu.au
Director of Middle Years
Mr David Wilcox – davidw@highlands.qld.edu.au
Directors of Curriculum
Mrs Anna Schuller – annas@highlands.qld.edu.au
Dr John Werth – johnw@highlands.qld.edu.au
Mrs. Jane Palmer…………………………………………………………………Careers Counsellor/
Vocational Education and Training Coordinator
Mrs. Elisabeth Kirby .................................................................... Director of Arts
Mrs. Gayle Dixon ............................................. Director of Learning Enrichment
Mrs. Belinda Bray ............................................................... Director of Wellbeing
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